Prince William Horse Association

Ground Rules (2010)

1. Neither PWHA, it’s members, officers, sponsors, or the show grounds will be responsible for any accident, injury or loss which may occur to the exhibitor, spectators, horses or equipment at the show per 3.1-796.132 Code of VA.

2. All horses exhibiting must have a negative Coggins test dated within one year. Coggins’ will be checked at the entry booth and horses will not be allowed to show without a negative test. A copy of the test may be kept on file with PWHA for the show season.

3. Appropriate attire and tack are required for all classes. See the dress code for detailed requirements for each class and discipline.

4. Any class with less than 4 entries may be combined or cancelled at the discretion of the Board.

5. Any rider who is unable to safely maintain control of their horse will be disqualified. The decision will be made by the judge or the board and will be final. Failure to abide by any decision of the judge or the board will be considered unsportsmanlike behavior and may result in removal from the show grounds.

6. Any exhibitor or spectator who is abusive to any individual or animal or who displays unsportsmanlike conduct may be removed from the grounds. Safety is our main concern both in and out of the ring. 

7. American Quarter Horse Association (AQHA) or United States Equestrian Federation (USEF) rules will be followed except as modified by PWHA.

8. No alcoholic beverages, drugs or any like item will be allowed on the show grounds. 

9. Dogs and other pets are allowed on the show grounds but must be kept restrained and at the trailers or vehicles. No dogs will be allowed near the ring.

10. No minibikes or motorbikes are allowed.

11. Discretion and common sense shall be employed while riding on the show grounds as not all spectators are horse smart. Remember that the area adjacent to the ring is available for the spectators. 

12. Please use the designated schooling area for practice. There will be no practicing on the trail course.

13. Please respect the people on foot by keeping horses away from the entry booth, announcers booth and concession area.

14. There will be no parking near the show ring. Parking in designated areas only.

15. All entries must be made two classes prior to the desired class.

16. It is everyone’s responsibility to keep the grounds clean. Trash cans will be provided. Please use them to dispose of your trash.

17. Each horse will be assigned a number for the show season. Please keep that number and bring it to each show. Each exhibitor will be assessed a onetime $2.00 office fee.

18. In the event of rain, please call 703-330-7584 or 540-295-9963. Show cancellations will also be posted on the PWHA website (www.pwha.net). Make sure you send your e-mail address to the PWHA egroup for automatic notification of show cancellations.

19. All riders must wear a helmet that meets ASTM standards when mounted on the fair grounds for all English events. The same requirement applies to all riders under 18 years of age in all western events.
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